When NYC medium containing lincomycin was inoculated with anal specimens we found a high percentage of gross contamination (22 * 6-34%), as a result of which 3 8% of N gonorrhoeae strains were lost. By contrast, when anal specimens were streaked on NYC medium containing 2 ;4g/ml vancomycin, only 5'-8% of the plates were moderately or slightly contaminated, with no losses of gonococcal strains. In addition, 1 * 3-2' 9% of N gonorrhoeae strains were inhibited on media containing 3 or 4 lAg/ml lincomycin.
This inhibition of N gonorrhoeae strains in media with 3 or 4 lAg/ml lincomycin, coupled with poor selectivity, resulted in an overall loss of 5 l I% gonococcal strains compared with 14% on the medium with 2 ,ug/ml vancomycin.
At present, therefore, we conclude that vancomycin at 2 JAg/ml is the optimal choice for the formulation of NYC medium to be used for any type of specimen. This concentration provides the highest yield of gonococcal isolates by avoiding losses of vancomycin-sensitive strains and by providing sufficient selectivity to prevent losses due to overcontamination. 
